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Nowadays global warming is an extremely serious and challenging issue that the 
world faces. This issue is so important that it affects the survival of human beings. 
Decades of research has proven that global warming is mainly caused by greenhouse 
gas accumulation produced by human activity. So how to control the emission of 
greenhouse gas has become the focus of international climate negotiation and 
environment policy making．United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC) and Kyoto Protoco1 are two important legal documents made by 
international community in order to deal with climate change． 
UNFCCC contains an important principle for international negotiation of climate 
change-the Principle of Common but Differentiated Responsibility (the CDR 
principle). Because we are sharing with a common ecology system, every country 
bears corporate responsibility for protecting environment. It is the economically 
developed countries that have generated the most greenhouse gas since the advent of 
the Industrial Revolution, and they have thereby benefited from using the global 
atmosphere as a sink for the harmful by-products of their economic development. So 
developed countries are disproportionately responsible for historical greenhouse gas 
emissions and have the greatest capacity to act. Although the CDR principle doesn’t 
constitute a customary norm of international law, it obtains a foundation of becoming 
customary law by emphasized and operated in the international climate regime. 
Based on analyzing the international legal documents for taking up with global 
warming and the CDR principle, this article researches the practice, difficulties and 
future role of the CDR principle in the international law for climate change. 
This thesis consists of three chapters in addition to Preface and Conclusion. 
Chapter One is about the international law framework of tackling global 
warming. First this chapter shows it is absolutely necessary for international 
community to constitute international law for global warming. Then the chapter 
analyses the conflict and dispute during the negotiation, main content and effect of 















Chapter Two is about the principle of common but differentiated responsibility. 
This chapter studies the CDR principle from three angles--the development process, 
implication and basis in the international law. 
Chapter Three is mainly about the application of the CDR principle to global 
warming issue. First, this chapter discuses the great pushing effect of CDR principle 
on the international law about climate change, then argues some difficulties of the 
CDR principle applying to global warming and explores the reason ,lastly tries to 
show some new prospects for the issue of global warming from international law. 
Finally, the author makes the following conclusion: facing the global warming 
problem, interest conflict between countries is unavoidable, but the CDR principle 
provides a good platform for future negotiation and a large growing space can be 
expected. Every country should follow the principle as the basic of fulfilling 
UNFCCC and joining international climate negotiation. 
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第一章  应对全球变暖的国际法框架 
 
以全球变暖为特征的气候变化①是今日世界 严峻的全球性环境问题，它不





















                                                   
① 目前国际上关注的“气候变化”主要指温室效应引起的气候变暖现象，本文所指的“气候变化”也是这
个意义上的。 
② 温室气体主要包括二氧化碳、甲烷和氮氧化合物，其中，二氧化碳是 主要的温室气体。 




































迄今，冲突已造成一万多人丧生，100 多万人流离失所，其中约 50 余万人住进
                                                   




③ See IPCC. Climate Change 2007: the Physical Science Basis (Summary for Policymakers Contribution) [R]. 
http://www.aaas.org/news/press_room/climate_change/media/4th_spm2feb07.pdf, 2007-12-06.。 
④ 同上。 
⑤ 联合国开发计划署. 2007/2008年人类发展报告[R]. http://ch.undp.org.cn/downloads/ghdr/ghdr2007_chs.pdf, 
2008-03-31. 
⑥ 同本页注③。 
⑦ 李禾.生物多样性：不能承受全球变暖之“重”[N].  
http://www.stdaily.com/gb/kebaishidian/2007-05/29/content_675598.htm, 2007-12-22. 
⑧ See PHILIPPE CULLET.Liability and Redress for Human Induced Global Warming: Towards an International 
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